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Registrations will open tomorrow for the Temporary Business 
Energy Support Scheme (TBESS), which will assist businesses 

with their energy costs during the winter months 
 

The €1.2 billion scheme, which will be administered by Revenue, received approval from the 
European Commission yesterday.  Businesses will be able to use the online system to submit 
claims under the scheme from 5 December.  Payments under the scheme will be made once 
the Finance Bill, which contains the legislation underpinning the scheme, is enacted later in 
December. 

Qualifying businesses who have seen their energy bills jump as a result of soaring wholesale 
prices caused by the war in Ukraine will receive aid in the form of direct grants and will get 
up to 40% of the additional costs they are facing. 

To qualify they must demonstrate that their average monthly unit price for either electricity 
or gas has increased by at least 50%, compared to the average unit price for the same month 
in the previous year. 

The scheme will run initially until 28 February but may be extended until 30 April at the latest. 

It will be open to companies of all sizes active in all sectors that are affected by the current 
crisis, the only exception being credit and financial institutions. 

The Minister for Finance Paschal Donohoe said the scheme will provide much needed support 
to thousands of businesses across the country who are experiencing a material shock to the 
price of their energy inputs. 

It will work with Revenue and make available up to €10,000 a month for businesses with one 
premises or up to €30,000 a month for those with multiple premises with payments to be 
made available by the end of the year. 

The Summary Overview of the TBESS 
Summary  
Scheme operates by reference to bills for metered electricity and gas through MPRN and 
GPRN. The gateway into the TBESS scheme is achieving the energy cost threshold 
requirement:  
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- the average unit price in the month, compared to the month that is 12 months prior to the 
claim period to which the relevant bill relates, is 50% higher.  
 
Where this threshold is met there are a number of other requirements:  
 
1.Eligible business  
A business will be considered an ‘eligible business’ where it is a company, self-employed 
individual or partnership carrying on a trade or profession which is liable to Irish corporate 
tax.  
 
2.Tax compliance  
- Qualifying business must have complied with its obligations in relation to tax registration, 
tax payments and filing of tax returns  
- is eligible for a tax clearance certificate throughout the claim period;  
- is an eligible business during the claim period and intends to continue to be an eligible 
business following the end of the claim period  
- has registered for the TBESS on Revenue’s Online Service (ROS) and has provided the 
required information  
- has completed an electronic claim form on ROS containing the particulars required for 
determining a claim  
- has made a declaration on ROS that the qualifying conditions are satisfied  
 
Where a business has debt warehoused under the Debt Warehousing Scheme, the business 
will be treated as compliant for the purposes of the TBESS provided it continues to be eligible 
for the Debt Warehousing Scheme.  
 
3. Climate toolkit  
When making the claim online, you will need to tick a box declaring that the qualifying 
business has completed a carbon footprint exercise and is taking steps to reduce its energy 
use and environmental impact.  
 
There is an easy-to-use online tool which allows businesses calculate their estimated carbon 
footprint and provides a targeted action plan to reduce environmental impact. The 
recommended actions cover 4 key areas – energy, travel, materials use and water. It is not 
too onerous and is the most straight forward way to comply with the requirement and get 
some helpful guidance. Many of the actions provided by the Toolkit will direct users to 
available State assistance including those from Enterprise Ireland, Local Enterprise Offices, 
the SEAI, Irish Water, the EPA which can support implementation of relevant actions.  
https://www.climatetoolkit4business.gov.ie/action-report/  
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Timeline for claims  
A claim for a TBESS must be made within 4 months of the end of the claim period to which a 
particular electricity or natural gas bill relates.  
 
Please note Revenue is in the process of developing the IT system to enable businesses to 
register for the TBESS and make a claim under the scheme. These guidelines will be updated 
in due course to provide guidance on using this system to register and claim. Registrations for 
making a claim will be available from 26 November 2022.  
 
Other considerations & terminology  
Cap  
There is a monthly cap of €10,000 which applies on a per trade basis. Where a business carries 
on its trade or profession from more than one location, as identified by the business having 
multiple electricity accounts/ MPRNs in different locations, the cap may be increased by 
€10,000 per electricity account/ MPRN, subject to an overall monthly cap of €30,000 per 
trade.  
 
Energy Cost Threshold  
The average unit price in the month, compared to the month that is 12 months prior to the 
claim period to which the relevant bill relates, is 50% higher. 
 
Unit Price  
The total bill charges, exclusive of VAT, divided by the number of units. Costs must only relate 
to that period (exclude any prepayments/back charges).  
The total amount of charges for the billing period (i.e. the electricity or gas charges, standing 
charge and PSO levy* or carbon tax), less any discount, credit, reduction, etc. is the amount 
that can used when determining the eligible costs for a TBESS claim  
*PSO levy was reduced to nil with effect from 1 October 2022.  
Where any amount of the relevant electricity or gas bill was not expended wholly and 
exclusively for the purpose of the trade, this must be deducted from the bill amount for the 
purpose of determining the relevant electricity or gas bill amount. 
 
Relief  
It is given by way of a cash payment of an amount equal to 40% of the eligible cost. It can be 
claimed on a bill-by-bill basis and more than once in a claim period.  
 
Part Periods  
Where an electricity or natural gas bill covers only part of a claim period then it will be 
compared with a proportionate amount of the electricity or natural gas costs for the reference 
period in determining the eligible cost amount.  The business commenced after the end of 
the relevant reference period, or the business had commenced before or during the reference 
period, and the relevant electricity account or gas connection was not held by the business 
during the reference period.   
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